
VAN BUREN COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

NEWS RELEASE

BETTER HIGHWAYS: SAVE LIVES, SAVE TIME, SAVE MONEY
_____________________________________________________________________________________
      Lawrence, Michigan    2026-08_______________________________________________________________________________________________________                           
DATE:   July 8, 2026      CONTACT: Bret Witkowski, Managing Director

Van Buren County Road Commission
RELEASE: Immediately Post Office Box 156

Lawrence, Michigan 49064
PHONE: (269) 674-8011, Extension 222

René Rangel, Jr. Honored On National Work Zone Memorial

THE ROAD COMMISSION WANTS YOU TO KNOW . . .

The Michigan Department of Transportation's Clare Welcome Center will host the National Work Zone Memorial from
July 2-13, 2026, honoring more than 1,600 individuals who have lost their lives in work zone crashes across the United
States.  The Memorial recognizes road workers, motorists, pedestrians, law enforcement officers, public safety officials,
and children whose lives were tragically cut short.

Among those remembered is René Rangel, Jr., a Van Buren County Road Commission road worker who was tragically
killed in a work zone crash in 2023.  His inclusion on the Memorial serves as a powerful reminder that behind every
name is a family, a community, and a life lost too soon.

Work zone safety remains a top priority for the Van Buren County Road Commission.  "In 2026 alone, we have seen two
dedicated MDOT transportation maintenance workers lose their lives in a work zone crash, and a Branch County Road
Commission employee was also killed while mowing alongside a state trunkline," said Managing Director Bret
Witkowski.  "These tragedies remind us that work zones can be dangerous places for both workers and motorists.  Every
crash is preventable.  We are asking drivers to stay alert, follow posted signs, and slow down when traveling through
construction zones so everyone can make it home safely."

The National Work Zone Memorial, unveiled in 2002 by the American Traffic Safety Services Foundation, is a living
tribute to those who have lost their lives in work zone incidents.  The display, measuring 20 feet wide and 7 feet tall,
will once again be exhibited at the Clare Welcome Center on US-127 in Clare, Michigan.

As summer travel continues and road construction activity remains high throughout Michigan, the Van Buren County
Road Commission encourages all motorists to remain attentive behind the wheel.  The best way to honor René and all
those remembered on the Memorial is to make safety a priority every time we enter a work zone.

To see the 2026 faces of the Memorial, click here, or to watch the 2026 Memoriam Video, click here.  
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https://foundation.atssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/NWZMemorial_Faces2026.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CW2XeOzQ6xw

