
Van Buren County Board of Road Commissioners

May 14, 2025 - Regular Meeting

BE IT REMEMBERED: That on the 14th day of May, 2025 at 5:00 PM, E.D.T., the Board
of County Road Commissioners for the County of Van Buren met in regular session at the
Road Commission Administrative Office in Lawrence, Michigan.

PRESENT:

Road Commissioners Askew (Arrived 5:27 PM), Boze, Burleson, Kinney
(Returned/Arrived at 5:04 PM) and Nelson
Managing Director Bret Witkowski
Highway Engineer Barry Anttila
Finance and Human Resources Director Linnea Rader
Operations Director Greg Brucks
Administrative Assistant-Board Secretary Jill Brien

ABSENT:

None

GUESTS PRESENT:

County Commissioner Kurt Doroh
James and Tina Cox, First Street - Paw Paw Township
Ivona Tylka-Suleja, CR376 - Arlington Township
Ted Bobak, CR376 - Arlington Township
Chris Benson, Concerned Citizen
Greg Benson, Concerned Citizen
Ronnie Denney, CR376 - Arlington Township
Larry Jarosz, CR376 - Arlington Township

Vice-Chairman Burleson called the meeting to order at 5 PM.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Witkowski requested that item 11G, Authorization of Digital Signature to MDOT Contract
for Local Bridge Aid, be added to the Agenda.

Motion by Boze seconded by Nelson to approve the Agenda, as amended.

YES: 3
NO: 0
ABSENT: 2
MOTION CARRIED.

The 2025 National Work Zone In Memoriam Video was played for the Board and those
present.  Rader explained the purpose of the American Traffic Safety Services Foundation
and the National Work Zone Memorial.  The Road Commission’s fallen worker, René
Rangel, Jr.’, was added to the Memorial this year.  The goal of the National Work Zone
Memorial is to never forget the individuals killed in work zone incidents and, by sending this
Memorial across the country for public display, to prevent more lives being lost.  The Board
thanked Rader for her work to include Rangel on the Memorial.

Kinney arrived/returned to the meeting at 5:04 PM.

Motion by Kinney seconded by Boze to approve the Minutes of the April 3, 2025 Regular
Meeting as presented by the Board Secretary.

YES: 4
NO: 0
ABSENT: 1
MOTION CARRIED.



The Chairman opened the meeting to first public comment.  Chris Benson, 44500 Van
Auken Drive, introduced himself to the Board.  He noticed on the Road Commission’s 5-
year plan that work was scheduled to take place on CR687.  He requested that the Board
consider cutting the grade down along a hilly segment of CR687.  Signs were also
discussed as a possibility, but require township participation.

Ivona Tylka-Suleja, CR376, Arlington Township, stated she was before the Board today
as a check-in to see where the residents stand regarding a possible chip and seal project
on CR376.  Witkowski advised that Arlington Township has been given a project cost
estimate and the Road Commission awaits their decision.  Ms. Tylka-Suleja intends to
reach out to the Township to see where it stands.

Larry Jarosz, CR376, Arlington Township, relayed history regarding CR376 as his folks
bought property on CR376 in 1950 because it was paved, and he does not appreciate
“eating dirt”.  

Tina Cox, 34121 First Street, Oak Wood Subdivision, Paw Paw, brought a concern to the
Board regarding a 90 degree turn in her neighborhood.  She called our office and spoke
with Melissa to request that a sign be installed at the sharp turn.  A sign was later installed;
however, she feels that one should also be installed from the other direction.  In addition,
there is a “deep ditch” in the neighborhood that she feels should have reflectors to alert
motorists.  Ms. Cox also advised that there is a hill “farther down” that creates a blind area
and she indicated that it would be nice to have “No Parking” signs installed at that location. 
And lastly, Ms. Cox advised that there are driveway culverts blocked in the neighborhood
and that Melissa mentioned that letters would be going out.  Ms. Cox wants to be sure that
matter is addressed.  Finally, Ms. Cox gave a “shout-out” to Melissa for being very helpful
to her on the phone.  Witkowski stated that he will review these requests with staff and will
be in contact with her.

Ron Denny, CR376, Arlington Township, inquired as to when roadside mowing would take
place.  Witkowski advised that staff are making their way around the county currently for
our first round of roadside mowing.

County Commission Update:

Commissioner Doroh advised that the April Board of Commissioners Activity Report was
in the Board’s agenda packet.  Brien will continue to provide this to the Board in their
packets.

Department Updates were provided as follows:

Finance and HR Department:

· Union negotiations are underway. The first meeting was last week and started a
good conversation. 

· We’ve been working on training our Trainers, Mentors and Working Foreman
making sure those that are out there working in these roles have the tools they need
to be successful. 

· Our FY 2024 Annual Report is in progress. I’m hoping to have it out within the next
month.

· Following the awards of Federal and State Aid, I’m working on the updated 5-year
road plan. 

· We interviewed for the Fleet and Facilities Supervisor this week and have filled the
position.

Operations Department:

C Crews are scheduled county-wide to address potholes with hot mix asphalt.
C Drainage crews are working through approved projects county-wide, and patching

cross pipe replacements made earlier this season.
C Graders are working through Columbia and Arlington Township this week, which will

complete our first round of grading this season.
C Roadside mowing began last week in Lawrence, Hartford, and Hamilton Townships,

and will move into Covert and Keeler next.  The full county map is posted on
Kristina Longcore’s office window with highlights to illustrate progress.



Engineering Department:

C CR 215 between 44th Avenue and 48th Avenue, Arlington Township; paving was
completed last week along with shoulder gravel.  The project is moving right along.

C Drainage work on Lakeshore Drive in Lawrence Township is complete, with asphalt
patching to follow.

C 12th Avenue at CR 388 in Pine Grove Township; awaiting asphalt to complete the
intersection improvement project.

C MDOT bids were opened for Federal Aid projects on Red Arrow Highway in Hartford
Township and on CR 388 in Bloomingdale Township. The low bid on the Red Arrow
Highway project was $998,560 (estimate was $1,136,935), and the low bid on the
CR 388 project was $768,294.20 (estimate was $987,763).  The MDOT Contracts
for both of these projects are on the Agenda for the Board’s approval later at
tonight’s meeting.

C 69th Street in Bangor Township; contractor has completed the trenching and
widening and continues to haul in gravel. Ditching and crosspipe work should begin
soon.

C Krohn Excavating has been working at the Western (Bangor) Garage. The oil
separator tank is in, as well as the over-flow drain field.  We are now waiting to have
the asphalt placed.

C 36th Avenue between CR681 and 60.50th Street, Bangor Township; wooden box
culvert replacement project started on 5/6/25. The old deck was removed and the
new timber structure was placed.  We are now waiting for pavement on the deck
and approaches, and guardrail placement.  This project was accomplished in-house
with limited outside resources. Good job to all for the hard work!

Rader interjected to advise that this work was accomplished by the Road Commission
using a crew of five including Anttila, Brucks, Clift, Heindorf, and Burrows.  This resulted
in considerable savings to the VBCRC.

C Sam Vandenberg and Jack Tapper started last Tuesday as summer help in the
Engineering Department. 

Askew arrived at 5:27 PM.

Managing Director Witkowski:

1. Van Buren Supervisors meeting at Van Buren Conference Center, Thursday, May
29, 2025, at 7:00 pm

2. The House passed the road funding bill, but the Senate has not discussed it.
3. Last week, on Tuesday, I met with the staff at the Lawrence garage, had a team

meeting after that, and we started union negotiations. The contract expires at the
end of the year. I also attended the Keeler Township board meeting. For ½ of
Wednesday and ½ of Thursday, I attended the annual CRA managers meeting;
there were 30 managers in attendance.

4. This coming week, on Monday, we have the SW district meeting in St. Joseph
County. VBCRC will be hosting the next SW District meeting. On Tuesday, I had a
meeting with our insurance carrier; they come around every four years to go over
the values of the property and equipment. I attended the Covert Township board
meeting. We have the VBCRC board meeting and Board of Public Works special
meeting today.  

5. We have 9,983 all-time service requests; we might get 10,000 service requests this
week. (Update: we hit 10,000 SCF requests earlier this week).

6. Roadside mowing started this week on Tuesday in Lawrence, Hartford, and
Hamilton Townships. The full county map is posted in Kristina’s window, where she
will highlight accordingly to illustrate progress.

7. The next board meeting will be held on June 4, 2025.



Review of Vouchers:

Voucher #2409 $ 178,090.90 Payroll

Voucher #2410 $ 493,346.23 Accounts Payable

Voucher #2411 $ 181,383.78 Payroll

Voucher #2412 $ 447,677.72 Accounts Payable

Voucher #2413 $ 185,744.67 Payroll

Voucher #2414 $ 1,041,903.26 Accounts Payable

$ 2,528,146.56

Brucks explained the truck build-up process to the Board from the cab and chassis
purchase, to installing aluminum boxes, tanks and other pieces to prevent rusting, which
is initially more costly but should pay dividends in the future.

Motion by Burleson, seconded by Nelson to approve the Vouchers totaling $2,528,146.56.

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Boze, seconded by Burleson to adopt the following Resolutions:

RESOLUTION 2025-10

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Highway Engineer, Barry Anttila (BarryAnttila@vbcrc.org), and
the Finance and Human Resources Director, Linnea Rader (LinneaRader@vbcrc.org), are
hereby AUTHORIZED to execute M.D.O.T. Contract No. 25-5215; Control Section STL
80000; Job Number 216511CON for work as follows:

Hot mix asphalt cold milling and paving along County Road 388 from Bloomingdale
village limits to Gobles city limits, including aggregate shoulders, concrete curb and
gutter, permanent signing and pavement markings; and all together with necessary
related work.

RESOLUTION 2025-11

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Highway Engineer, Barry Anttila (BarryAnttila@vbcrc.org), and
the Finance and Human Resources Director, Linnea Rader (LinneaRader@vbcrc.org), are
hereby AUTHORIZED to execute M.D.O.T. Contract No. 25-5169; Control Section STL
80000; Job Number 216509CON for work as follows:

Hot mix asphalt cold milling and resurfacing along Red Arrow Highway from Hartford
city limits to County Road 681, including geosynthetic paving fabric, aggregate
shoulders, guardrail and permanent pavement markings; and all together with
necessary related work.

YES: 5
NO: 0
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.

Witkowski explained that an offer was received from our primary drainage pipe supplier,
St. Regis Culvert to extend the time frame in which they guaranteed the pricing on culverts
received in 2024.  Because it was on a first come-first served basis and only while supplies
lasted, the Road Commission took advantage of the opportunity and ordered enough pipe
to restock our inventory.  The Board was immediately advised of this decision in the
Managing Director’s April 13, 2025 update.  Witkowski requested that the Board ratify this
financial decision made by management to take advantage of this extended time frame
that St. Regis Culvert guaranteed their pricing on culverts.  Motion by Nelson, seconded
by Boze to ratify the decision made by management to purchase pipe from St. Regis
Culvert, in the best interest of the Van Buren County Road Commission.



YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Anttila recommended the award of the mill and pave project on CR384, Geneva Township,
to the low bidding contractor, Michigan Paving and Materials Company.  Motion by Askew,
seconded by Nelson to award the bid for milling and paving CR384 from CR687 to CR691
in Geneva Township to the as-read low bidding contractor, Michigan Paving and Materials
Company, for the total bid price of $773,355.00 in the best interest of the Van Buren
County Road Commission.

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Upon the recommendation of Anttila it was moved by Nelson, seconded by Boze to award
the bid for curb installations in Almena Township on the North side of CR653 at 30th Street,
all quadrants of 42nd Avenue at 30th Street, and the West side of CR653 at 45th Avenue to
the sole bidding contractor, Langlois & Sons Excavating, Inc., for the total bid price of
$152,961.56, upon approval of the project by Almena Township, in the best interest of
Almena Township and the Van Buren County Road Commission.

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Upon the recommendation of Anttila it was moved by Nelson and seconded by Boze to
award the bid for milling and paving Trestle Creek Subdivision in Almena Township to the
low bidding contractor, Michigan Paving and Materials Company, for the total bid price of
$554,803.00 upon approval of the project by Almena Township, in the best interest of
Almena Township and the Van Buren County Road Commission.

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Upon the recommendation of Anttila it was moved by Nelson, seconded by Boze to award
the bid for milling and paving Walden Woods Subdivision in Almena Township to the low
bidding contractor, Michigan Paving and Materials Company, for the total bid price of
$136,845.00 upon approval of the project by Almena Township, in the best interest of
Almena Township and the Van Buren County Road Commission.

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Anttila announced that Antwerp Township just signed engineer estimates for additional
work which will be let for bid to be awarded by the Board at the June 4, 2025 meeting.

Rader presented the FY2024 audited Act 51 Report to the Board for its review.  She asked
that the Board take the time to review the Report and to let her know if they had any
questions.  Motion by Boze and seconded by Nelson to authorize the Chairman and the
CFO, Bret Witkowski, to sign the attestation page of the Act 51 Report FY 2024.  

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

A copy of the audited Act 51 Report is available for inspection upon contacting the Road
Commission at 269-674-8011.

Upon recommendation by Rader, it was moved by Boze and seconded by Nelson to
authorize the signature of MDOT Form 2044, Engineering Reimbursement, by the
Chairman and two Members of the Board for submission to the MDOT, together with
copies of billings to justify the reimbursement.  



YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Rader presented the 2025 Operating Budget adjustment to the Board for its consideration. 
Line items were reviewed by Rader in detail.  Motion by Boze, seconded by Nelson to
approve the May 14, 2025 Operating Budget Adjustment as presented by Finance and
Human Resources Director Rader.



YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Boze, seconded by Nelson to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION 2025-12

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Highway Engineer, Barry Anttila (BarryAnttila@vbcrc.org), and
the Finance and Human Resources Director, Linnea Rader (LinneaRader@vbcrc.org), are
hereby AUTHORIZED to execute M.D.O.T. Contract No. 25-5235; Control Section BO
80000; BFPO 80000; BFP 80000; Job Number 214722CON; 215023CON; 215024CON;
218211CON for work as follows:

PART A – JOB #214722CON; FEDERAL AND STATE PARTICIPATION 
Preventative maintenance work on the structure #10786, which carries 13th Avenue over
Deerlick Creek, Section 21, T01S, R17W, South Haven Charter Township, Van Buren
County, Michigan; including hot mix asphalt cold milling and paving, guardrail, preformed
waterproofing membrane and timber railing repair; and all together with necessary related
work. 09/06/90 SCBFED.FOR 5/5/25 2 



PART B – JOB #215023CON; FEDERAL PARTICIPATION 
Preventative maintenance work on the structure #10788, which carries Baseline Road over
the Black River, Sections 31 and 36, T01N, R16W, Casco Township, Van Buren County,
Michigan; including hot mix asphalt cold milling and paving, concrete patching, preformed
waterproofing membrane, joint resealing and permanent pavement markings; and all
together with necessary related work. 

PART C – JOB #215024CON; FEDERAL PARTICIPATION 
Preventative maintenance work on the structure #10794, which carries 45th Street over the
Paw Paw River, Section 31, T02S, R14W, Paw Paw Township, Van Buren County,
Michigan; including hot mix asphalt cold milling and paving, preformed waterproofing
membrane, pier joint replacement and permanent pavement markings; and all together
with necessary related work. 

PART D – JOB #218211CON; FEDERAL AND STATE PARTICIPATION 
Preventative maintenance work on the structure #10749, which carries County Road 215
over Dowagiac Drain, Sections 34 and 35, T04S, R15W, Hamilton Township, on the
structure #10752, which carries County Road 665 over the South Branch of the Paw Paw
River, Section 35, T02S, R14W, Waverly Township, and on the structure #10753, which
carries County Road 665 over North Branch of the Paw Paw River, Sections 26, T02S,
R14W, Waverly Township, Van Buren County, Michigan; including hot mix asphalt cold
milling and paving, guardrail, riprap, preformed waterproofing membrane and bridge railing;
and all together with necessary related work. 

YES: 5
NO: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Boze to recess Regular Meeting to open a Special Session
of the Board of Public Works at 6:03 PM.

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Boze to reconvene the Regular Meeting of the Board of
County Road Commissioners at 6:08 PM.  

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Commissioner Updates and Reports:

Wayne Nelson

Nelson noted an error in the new County Directory as Almena Township’s board meetings
are on the third Wednesday, not the second Wednesday as noted in the Directory.  The
Parks and Recreation Commission will meet on Friday at the kayak launch along the Paw
Paw River North of Hartford on CR687 to establish a schedule for the installation,
maintenance, etc. of the launch.  This kayak launch is the first new county park in Van
Buren County in quite some time, and has been designed to accommodate disabled
kayakers.  He attended the Southwest District Council meeting on Monday.  

Greg Kinney

Attended Decatur Township’s meeting on 5/8.  Katelin Makay is now a contract
administrator for Rieth Riley in Benton Harbor, and also still serves as the Treasurer of
Decatur Township.  Kinney noted she has a good knowledge base for the construction
industry.



Doug Burleson

April 10th, met with the  Pine Grove Township Supervisor and Bret Witkowski.  April 14 met
with the Bloomingdale Township Supervisor and Bret Witkowski.  April 16, attended the
Bloomingdale Township meeting.  Burleson also advised the Board that Bloomingdale
Township’s road millage proposal was defeated at last week’s election.

Rick Boze

Attended Hamilton and Keeler Township meetings on 4/8.  Attended Hartford Township
meeting on 4/10.  Attended Lawrence Township meeting on 4/17.  Attended Keeler
Township meeting on 5/6.  Attended Hartford Township meeting on 5/8.  Boze advised that
Hamilton Township is looking into a grant for the “floating” bridge.

W.C. Askew, Sr.

Attended the Southwest Council Meeting on 5/12.  Attended Covert Township’s meeting
on 5/17 with Bret Witkowski.  Also attended Bangor Township’s meeting and Geneva
Township’s meeting.  

The Chairman opened the meeting to second public comment.  Tina Cox, First Street, Paw
Paw Township, addressed the Board to state that she was glad that she stayed for the
entire meeting and thanked the Road Commission for doing a great job along with her
husband, James Cox.

Motion by Boze, seconded by Kinney to adjourn the Call of the Chair at 6:19 PM.

YES: 5
NO: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

________________________________ ________________________________
Board Secretary Board Chairman


