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NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

 
The Board of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County is accepting sealed bids at the Road 
Commission office, 325 W. James St., P.O. Box 156, Lawrence, MI 49064 until 11:00 AM on 
September 29, 2026, at which time and place the bids will be publicly opened and read as follows: 
 

• 82nd Street South of 46th Avenue, Covert Township; remove and replace existing 
culverts 

 
All bids must be in a sealed envelope and plainly marked as to the item bid upon and the name of the 
bidder.  All unmarked bids and/or bids received after the submitted deadline may be rejected. 
 
Detailed specifications and bidding forms are available for download on the Van Buren County Road 
Commission’s website at www.vbcrc.org/bidopportunities. 
 
The Road Commission reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities in the bidding, 
and to award the contract in any manner deemed to be in the best interest of the Van Buren County 
Road Commission. 
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
VAN BUREN COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION 
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NAME OF CONTRACTOR_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSAL AND SPECIFICATIONS 
 

FOR 
 

HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
 
 
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY 
 
 
 

PROJECT NO. 489.3047:  Remove existing culverts and install 90 foot long, 
                                            36 inch SLPP and 50 foot long, 20.5 foot by 6.5 foot. 
                                             Aluminized Box Culvert  

                                                 
  
 
 
 

82nd Street south of 46th Avenue 
 

Covert Township 
 
 
 
 
 

September 8, 2026 
 
 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS 
OF VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
P.O. Box 156, 325 W. James Street, Lawrence, MI  49064 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION 
 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 

COUNTY LOCAL ROAD CONSTRUCTION 
 

 
The Board of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County is accepting sealed bids at the Van 
Buren County Road Commission, located at 325 W. James Street, Lawrence, Michigan until 11:00 a.m., 
local time, September 29rd, 2026, at which time bids will be publicly opened and read. 
 
 
 

PROJECT NO. 489.3047:  Remove existing culverts and install 90 foot long, 
                                            36 inch SLPP and 50 foot long, 20.5 foot by 6.5 foot. 
                                             Aluminized Box Culvert  

 
 

 
 
 
 

All bids must be submitted on forms furnished by the Road Commission and sealed in envelopes with the 
name and address of the bidder, and the item bid upon clearly marked thereon. 
 
The Commission reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive minor technicalities, and to accept 
the bid that is deemed to be in the best interest of the Van Buren County Road Commission. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONERS 
OF VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
 
 
 

Doug Burleson, Chairman 
Reginald D. Boze, Vice-Chairman 

W.C. Askew, Sr., Member 
Gregory H. Kinney, Member 

Wayne Nelson, Member 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BID and AWARD 

 
                                                                                           Date__________________________________ 
 
Board of County Road Commissioners 
Of Van Buren County 
P.O. Box 156 
325 West James Street 
Lawrence, MI  49064 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 The undersigned has examined the project log, specifications, and location of the work described 
herein and is fully informed as to the nature of the work and the conditions relating to its performance and 
understands that the quantities shown in the estimate are approximate only and are subject to either 
increase or decrease; and hereby proposed to furnish all necessary machinery, tools, apparatus and 
other means of performing the work, perform all the work, furnish all the materials except as otherwise 
specified herein, and, for the unit prices named in the accompanying unit price schedule, to complete 
work in strict accordance with the project log and specifications therefore. 
 
 The undersigned further proposes to perform such extra work as may be ordered by you, prices 
for such work not being included in the itemized bid, compensation therefore to be made on the basis 
agreed upon before such extra work is begun through an executed change order. 
 

The undersigned agrees to complete all items of work between October 15, 2026 and May 
31, 2027.  The schedule for liquidated damages is located in the general specifications.  

 
 
The Contractor shall submit a progress schedule, subject to approval of the Project Engineer, with 
the bid documents. 
 
BID SURETY 
 
 
A Bid Bond or Certified Check must accompany this bid in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of 
the amount of the total bid, as based on quantities appearing on the form of the Proposal or other bid 
security as shall be outlined in the Proposal and/or the Special Provisions section of the Specifications.  
The Bid Bond or other security of the successful bidder will be held until the Contract has been duly 
executed. 
 
PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT BONDS 
 
Only projects exceeding $50,000 will require Performance and Payment Bonds. 
 
The successful bidder shall furnish Performance and Payment Bonds in the amount of 25% of the 
contract amount in such form and with such sureties licensed to conduct business in the State of 
Michigan.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE CONTRACT 
 
The Contract Documents consist of the bid documents, this Agreement, Conditions of the Contract 
(General Supplementary, Special and other Conditions), EGLE Permit, Project Log, Specifications, 
Addenda issued prior to execution of this Agreement, other documents listed in this Agreement and 
Modifications issued after execution of this Agreement; these form the Contract and are as fully a part of 
the Contract as if attached to this Agreement or repeated herein.  The Contract represents the entire and 
integrated agreement between the parties hereto and supersedes prior negation, representations, or 
agreements, either written or oral.  If anything in the other Contract Documents is inconsistent with this 
Agreement, this Agreement will govern. 
 
The undersigned bidder agrees that the following is a complete and accurate list of all sub-
Contractors/suppliers to be utilized if awarded this contract and any change from this list will be permitted 
only with the consent of the Board of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County.  LIST NAME 
OF EACH SUB-CONTRACTOR/SUPPLIER AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WORK TO BE DONE OR 
MATERIAL TO BE SUPPLIED. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby state that all of the information I have provided is true, accurate and complete.  I hereby state 
that I have the authority to submit this bid, which will become a binding contract if accepted by the Board 
of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County.  I hereby state that I have not communicated with 
nor otherwise colluded with any other bidder, nor have I made any agreement with or accepted anything 
of value from an official or employee of the Board of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County 
that would tend to destroy or hinder free competition. 
 
In the event the bidder is a co-partnership, each member must sign this proposal. 
 
In the event the bidder is a Corporation, this proposal must be executed by its duly authorized officials in 
accordance with its articles of incorporation and a certified copy of such articles must be attached hereto. 
 
I hereby state that I have read, understand and agree to be bound by all terms of this bid document. 
 
SIGNATURE: _________________________________        NAME:  __________________________ 
                              (TYPE OR PRINT) 
 
TITLE: ______________________________________          DATE: ___________________________ 
 
 
FIRM NAME: ________________________________            PHONE: _________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________ 
  Street Address                             City                          State                      Zip 
 



 
STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 
 
The Standard Specifications for Construction of the Michigan Department of Transportation, 2020 Edition 
shall apply.  Nothing herein will be construed to create any obligation or duty on the part of the Board of 
County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County, including obligations or duties which may be 
expressed or implied in the Standard Specifications for Construction of the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, unless specifically set forth in the contract documents. 
 
The Contractor shall not receive any additional compensation due to delays caused by utility companies. 
 
TEMPORARY SESC MEASURES MUST BE IN PLACE BEFORE ANY SOIL DISTURBANCE 

 
SPECIAL DEWATERING / DIVERSION:  The item of special dewatering / diversion will include all labor 
and material to achieve dewatering and channel relocation in accordance with the EGLE permit.  During 
work on the culvert, and until the site is stabilized, the stream shall be diverted either through 
recycling of the existing culverts or through an open channel lined with fabric and riprap of equal 
dimension to the existing water course. Water shall be discharged into the watercourse through 
a turbidity curtains or appropriate treatments to remove suspended particles and to dissipate 
energy. 
 
METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR SPECIAL DEWATERING: The item of special dewatering will be paid as a 
lump sum. 
 
 PAY ITEM      PAY UNIT 
  
 Special Dewatering / Diversion         LSUM 
 
 
ALUMINIZED BOX CULVERT 20.5’ x 6.5’ with HEADWALL / WINGWALL PACKAGE: The item 
Aluminized Box Culvert 20.5’ x 6.5’ will include procurement of the culvert as specified this item will be 
paid by the foot.    
 .  
It is the contractor’s responsibility to protect all new culverts from damage by heavy equipment by 
ramping or other means necessary.  
 
 

PAY ITEM                  PAY UNIT 
 
ALUMINIZED BOX CULVERT 20.5’ x 6.5’                             Ft 
 with HEADWALL / WINGWALL PACKAGE  
 
  

CULVERT ERECTION AND INSTALLATION: The item of culvert erection and installation will cover all 
labor and materials to install as specified by the VBCRC and the manufacturer of said culvert. 
 
 PAY ITEM      PAY UNIT 
  
 Culvert Erection and Installation        Ft 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGGREGATE BASE, 8 inch:  Section 302 of the Standard Specifications will apply.  The contractor will 
furnish, place, compact and shape the material to obtain a depth as specified for the length of the project.  
Aggregate Base, 8 inch material will be compacted to not less than 98% of the maximum unit weight.  
Density tests may be performed at the discretion of the Project Engineer or his representative. 
 
Materials: 
Materials shall meet the following requirements: 
Dense-Graded Aggregate 22A as per section 902 of the Michigan Department of Transportation 2020 
Standard Specifications for Construction.  This material must either be approved by the Van Buren 
County Road Commission Project Engineer prior to use or be tested and documented by a third party 
testing company, approved by the Van Buren County Road Commission Project Engineer. 
       
 
 
Construction: 
Preparation of Base: When required, the existing aggregate surface shall be bladed, or scarified and 
bladed, to remove irregularities in the grade. 
 
Placing and Compacting:  
The aggregate shall be a uniform mixture and compacted in place with uniform density full depth.   
Aggregate shall not be placed when the base is unstable as determined by the Project Engineer or his 
representative.                                                                                                                       
 
 
METHOD OF PAYMENT AGGREGATE BASE, 8 INCH:  The item of Aggregate Base, 8 inch will be paid 
by the square yard.  Aggregate Base, 8 inch payment includes all labor, equipment and materials 
required for the construction, maintenance and removal of the aggregate surface.  The pay quantity for 
this item shall not exceed the plan quantity unless the contractor has received a written change order 
from the Van Buren County Road Commission Project Engineer.  Amounts more than the plan quantity 
will not be considered for payment unless an error in calculations is proven.  Aggregate Base, 8 inch shall 
be placed in the road areas and compacted. 
  
             PAY ITEM                  PAY UNIT 
 
 Aggregate Base, 8 inch                                                          Syd 
 
GEOTEXTILE, SEPARATOR:  The Item Geotextile, Separator will be paid by the square yard.  This item 
includes all labor, equipment and materials to place the fabric under the rip rap and beneath the 
Aggregate, 6A.  The pay quantity for this item shall not exceed the plan quantity unless the contractor has 
received a written change order from the Van Buren County Road Commission Project Engineer.  
Amounts more than the plan quantity will not be considered for payment unless an error in calculations is 
proven.   
 

PAY ITEM                  PAY UNIT 
 
 Geotextile, Separator        Syd 
 
 
SUBBASE, CIP:  Section 301 of the Standard Specifications will apply.  The contractor shall furnish, 
place, compact and shape the material on the project. 
 
The Subbase material will be compacted to not less than 95% of the maximum unit weight.  Density tests 
may be performed at the discretion of the Project Engineer or his representative. 
 
 



METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR SUBBASE, CIP: The item of Subbase, CIP will be paid by the cubic yard.  
The pay quantity for this item shall not exceed the plan quantity unless the contractor has received a 
written change order from the Van Buren County Road Commission.  Amounts in excess of the plan 
quantity will not be considered for payment unless an error in Project Engineer’s calculations is proven. 
 
 PAY ITEM                  PAY UNIT 
 
 Subbase, CIP                      Cyd 
 
 
 
HMA, 4EL:  Prepare the existing aggregate surface and construct hot mix asphalt (HMA) pavements, and 
approaches.  Provide a pavement meeting plan requirements, which is uniform in texture, density and 
smoothness with no measurable segregation.   
 
Use release agents that do not harm the properties of the mixture, or the environment and is approved by 
the Engineer.  Do not use fuel oil or other distillate derivatives. 
 
 

PAY ITEM                  PAY UNIT 
 
 HMA, 4EL                      Ton 
 
 
MINOR TRAF DEVICES: The pay item for Minor Traf Devices covers the following: 

• Providing, installing, maintaining, relocating and removing traffic cones, barrels, barricades, arrow 
boards, temporary signage and other traffic devices in accordance with the current Michigan 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD).  

• Maintaining local traffic. 
• Removing, storing and reinstalling VBCRC permanent signs and supports as required. 

 
PAY ITEM       PAY UNIT 

 
 Minor Traf Devices        LSUM 
 
 
SLOPE RESTORATION, MODIFIED This work consists of preparing all lawns and slopes that require 
slope restoration and applying topsoil, fertilizer, seed and mulch with mulch anchor. All restoration will be 
included in this pay item. Section 816 of the Standard Specifications for Construction and Standard Plan 
R-100 Series will apply. 

Slope Restoration includes all labor, equipment and materials required to install Topsoil Surface, 
Furnished or Salvaged; Fertilizer, Chemical Nutrient, Class A; Seeding Mixture; and Mulch and Mulch 
Anchoring which will not be paid for separately but is included in the contract unit price for Slope 
Restoration. 

1. Place Slope Restoration, Type A in all areas not desribed in the other types of slope restoration 
and will be measured by area in square yards in place.  

2. Place Slope Restoration, Type B parallel (6 feet minimum) to the edge of the roadway, in areas 
that have a 1 on 3 slope and in any ditch with a grade less than 1.5 percent, or as directed by the 
Engineer. Slope Restoration, Type B will be measured by area in square yards in place. Slope 
Restoration, Type B includes all labor, equipment and materials required to install Topsoil 
Surface, Furnished or Salvaged; Fertilizer, Chemical Nutrient, Class A; Seeding Mixture; and 



Mulch Blanket which will not be paid for separately but is included in the contract unit price for 
Slope Restoration, Type B. 

3. Place Slope Restoration, Type C in areas that have a 1 on 2 slope, any ditch with a grade of 1.5 
percent to 3 percent or as directed by the Engineer. Slope Restoration, Type C will be measured 
by area in square yards in place. Slope Restoration, Type C includes all labor, equipment and 
materials required to install Topsoil, Furnished or Salvaged; Fertilizer, Chemical Nutrient, Class 
A; Seeding Mixture; and High Velocity Mulch Blanket which will not be paid for separately but is 
included in the contract unit price for Slope Restoration, Type C. 

4. Place Slope Restoration, Type D in areas that have a slope steeper than 1 on 2, any ditch with a 
grade steeper than 3 percent or as directed by the Engineer. Slope Restoration, Type D will be 
measured by area in square yards in place. Slope Restoration, Type D includes all labor, 
equipment and materials required to install Topsoil, Furnished or Salvaged; Fertilizer, Chemical 
Nutrient, Class A; Seeding Mixture; and TRM which will not be paid for separately but is included 
in the contract unit price for Slope Restoration, Type D. 

 

MATERIALS: 

Sections 816 and 917 will apply uncless modified by this special provision or directed by the 
Engineer. The following materials must be used on this project: 

1. Seeding mixture TUF per MDOT Spec. 
2. Fertilizer, Chemical Nutrient, Class A 
3. Topsoil Surface, Furnished or Salvaged, 4 inch. Remove any stones greater than ½ inch in 

diameter or other debris from topsoil. 
4. Mulch and Mulch Anchoring. 

 
CONSTRUCTION: Methods must be in accordance with subsection 816.03 of the Standard 
Specifications for Construction. Begin this work as soon as possible after final grading of the 
areas designated for slope restoration but no later than the maximum time frames stated in 
Subsection 208.03. It may be necessary, as directed by the engineer, to place materials by hand. 

Shape, compact and assure all areas to be seeded are weed free prior to placing topsoil. Place 
topsoil to minimum indicated depth to meet proposed finished grade. If the area being restored 
requires more than the minimum depth of topsoil to meet finished grade, this additional depth 
must be filled using topsoil or, at the Contractor’s option, embankment. Furnishing and placing 
this additional material is included in this item of work. Topsoil must be weed and weed seed free 
and friable prior to placing seed. Remove any stones greater than ½ inch in diameter or other 
debris. Apply seed mixture and fertilizer to prepared soil surface. Incorporate seed into top ½ inch 
of topsoil. 

Apply mulch at a rate of 2 tons per acre. Place Mulch Anchoring over the mulch at a rate 
specified in subsection 816.03 of the Standard Specification. 

If an area washes out after this work has been properly completed and approved by the Engineer, 
make the required corrections to prevent future washouts and replace the topsoil, fertilizer, seed 
and mulch. This replacement will be paid for as additional work using the applicable contract 



items. If an area washes out for reasons attributable to the Contractor’s activity or failure to take 
proper precautions, replacement will be at the Contractor’s expense. 

The Engineer will inspect the seeded turf to ensure the end product is well established, weed 
free, in a vigorous growing condition, and contains the species called for in the seeding mixture. If 
the seeded turf is not well established at the end of the first growing season, the Contractor is 
responsible to re-seed until the turf is well established and approved by the Engineer. 

If weeds are determined by the Engineer to cover more than 10 percent of the total area of slope 
restoration, the Contractor must provide weed control in accordance with subsection 816.03.J. 
Weed control will be at the Contractor’s expense with no additonal charges to the project. 

 

MEASURE AND PAYMENT: The completed work as measured shall be paid for at the contract 
unit price for the following pay item. 

PAY ITEM PAY UNIT 

Slope Restoration, Modified      LSUM 

EXTENDED RESTORATION:  The item of Extended Restoration will include all labor, material and 
equipment required to maintain the restoration of the construction site. The contractor shall be 
responsible for the permanent establishment of turf and maintaining the temporary and permanent soil 
erosion control measures for a period of one year from the date of final approval or when the site is 
stabilized and approved by the Engineer. This may include reseeding, maintaining check dams, silt 
fences and spillways, and fixing erosion on site. Before final acceptance of the work, the Contractor shall 
remove all unused materials, erosion control devices, and rubbish.   
 

METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR EXTENDED RESTORATION:  The item of Extended Restoration 
will be paid for as a lump sum. 

 
 PAY ITEM      PAY UNIT 
 
 Extended Restoration        LSUM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VAN BUREN COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION 
LAWRENCE, MICHIGAN 

 
 
 

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION – STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 
 
The work covered by the plans and specifications will be done in accordance with the 2012 Michigan 
Department of Transportation Standard Specifications for Construction, except as qualified in 
supplemental specifications and special conditions of the Van Buren Count Road Commission or as 
agreed to in writing at the time of the award of the contact. 
 
DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
See Section 101 of Michigan Department of Transportation Standard Specifications for Construction. 
 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 
Special requirements, regulations or directions applying to a particular project may be made apart of 
these specifications. 
 
THE WORK 
 
The work consists of the completed services, construction and/or paving by the Contact Documents and 
includes all materials and labor incorporated or to be incorporated therein. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONTRACTOR 
 
A.  Responsibility for and Supervision of Construction.  Unless otherwise stated herein, Contractor will be 
solely responsible for all construction under this Contract, including the methods, techniques, sequences, 
procedures, and means, and for coordination of all work.   Contractor will supervise and direct the work to 
the best of the Contractor’s ability and give it all attention necessary for such proper supervision and 
direction. 
 
B.  Discipline and Employment.  Contractor will always maintain strict discipline among Contractor’s 
employees, and contractor agrees not to employ for work on the project any person unfit for without 
sufficient skill to perform the job for which he or she was employed. 
 
C.  Furnishing of Labor, Materials, etc. Unless otherwise stated herein, Contractor will provide and pay for 
all labor, materials, and equipment, including tools, construction equipment, and machinery, utilities, 
including water, transportation, and all other facilities and services necessary for the proper completion of 
work on the contract documents. 
 
D.  Payment of Taxes; Procurement of Licenses and Permits.  Contractor will pay all taxes required by 
law in connection with work on the project in accordance with this agreement including sales, use, and 
similar taxes, and will secure all licenses and permits necessary for proper completion of the work, paying 
the fees for such licenses and permits. 
 
E.  Compliance with Laws and Regulations.  Contractor will comply with all laws and ordinances, and the 
rules, regulations or orders of all public authorities relating to the performance of work under and pursuant 
to this Agreement including, but not limited to, the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, the 
Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Act, and the rules and regulations of the Michigan Construction 
Safety Commission. 
 



 
 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONTRACTOR (CONT’D) 
 
F.  Compliance with Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Operating Procedures.  Contractor shall 
comply with all Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Operating Procedures for the Van Buren County 
Road Commission as attached. 
 
G.  Responsibility for Negligence of Employees and Subcontractors.  Contractor assumes full 
responsibility for acts, negligence, or omissions of all of Contractor’s employees on the project, for those 
of Contractor’s, subcontractors, and their employees and for those of all other persons doing work under 
a contract with Contractor. 
 
H.  Responsibility for Safety.  The Contractor will provide traffic control devices, as necessary.  These 
traffic control devices may include Type II Barricades, Type III Barricades, and Construction Ahead or 
Road Work Ahead signs.  The Contractor is responsible to maintain these devices for the duration of the 
project and report any damage immediately to the Project Engineer.  Unless otherwise stated herein, at 
Contractor’s expense, Contractor will take necessary precautions for the safety of, and the prevention of 
injury, loss and damage to, persons and property (including, without limitation, in term persons, members 
of the public, employees, Contractor’s subcontractors and their respective employees, other contractors, 
their subcontractors and respective employees) on, about or adjacent to the location where the work is 
being performed, and will comply with all applicable provisions of safety rules, ordinances, codes, 
regulations, and orders of duly-constituted public authorities including, but not limited to the Michigan 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 
 
I.  Responsibility of Subcontractors.  The Contractor will require any subcontractor hired by the Contractor 
for the purpose of performing any of the work described by the Contract documents to be bound by all of 
the terms and conditions of the Contract documents and to perform the work in accordance with the 
Contract documents.  Each and every condition of the Contract documents, including without limitations, 
the RESPONSIBLITIES OF THE CONTRACTOR, will be made a condition of each subcontract entered 
into by the Contractor in conjunction with the performance of the work. 
 
INDEMNIFICATION 
 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Contractor will indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Board 
of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County, its officers, employees, representatives an agents 
from and against any and all claims, damages, demands, payments, suits, actions, recoveries, 
judgements and/or expenses are attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease or death, or to injury to or 
destruction of tangible property (other than the work itself) including loss of use resulting therefrom, but 
only if caused in whole or in part, by the act, omissions, fault, negligence or breach of conditions of this 
Contract by negligent acts or omissions of the Contractor, the Contractor’s sub-subcontractors, anyone 
directly or indirectly employed by them or anyone for whose acts they may be liable, regardless of 
whether or not such claim, damage, loss or expense is caused in part y a party indemnified hereunder.  
The Contractor will not, however, be obligated to indemnify the board of County Road Commissioners of 
Van Buren County, for any damage or injuries caused by or resulting from the sole negligence of the 
Board of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County.  Such obligation will not be construed to 
negate, abridge or otherwise reduce other rights or obligations of indemnity which would otherwise exist 
as a party or person described in this paragraph. 
 
In claims against any person or entity indemnified under this Agreement by an employee of the 
Contractor, the Contractor’s sub-contractors, anyone directly or indirectly employed by them or anyone for 
whose acts they may be liable, the indemnification obligation under this paragraph will not be limited by a 
limitation on amount of type of damages, compensation or benefits payable by or for the Contractor or the 
Contractor’s subcontractors under worker’s or workmen’s compensation acts, disability benefit acts or 
other employee benefit acts. 



 
 
 
INSURANCE 
 
A. Contractor’s Insurance.   Prior to start of the Contractor’s work, the Contractor will procure for the 
Contractor’s work and maintain in force the completion of the work, worker’s compensation insurance, 
employer’s liability insurance, comprehensive general liability insurance and all insurance required of the 
contract under the contract documents. 
 
The Board of County Commissioners, The Board of County Road Commissioners, The Van Buren County 
Road Commission, and their officers, agents, and employees for claims arising out of, under, or by 
reason of operations covered by the permit issued to the permittee, as their interests may appear.”  
 
The insurance will include contractual liability insurance covering the Contractor’s obligations under its 
agreement of indemnification as set forth herein. 
 
B.  Minimum Limits of Liability.  The Contractor’s comprehensive general and automobile liability 
insurance as required herein, will be written with limits of liability not less than the following: 
 
a. Comprehensive general liability including completed operations 

(1)   $2,000,000.00 each occurrence or $1,000,000 each occurrence with a $1,000,000 umbrella 
b. Property damage 

(2)  $1,000,000.00 each occurrence. 
 
C.  Number of Policies.  Comprehensive general liability insurance and other liability insurance may be 
arranged under a single policy for the full limit required or by combination of underlying policies with the 
balance provided by an excess or umbrella liability policy. 
 
D.  Cancellation, Renewal or Modification.  The Contractor will maintain in effect all insurance coverage 
required under Agreement at the Contractor’s sole expense and with insurance companies acceptable to 
the Board County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County. 
 
All insurance policies will contain a provision that the coverage afforded there under will not be cancelled 
or not renewed nor restrictive modifications added at any time after a certificate of insurance required 
under agreement has been issued before the work; as defined herein, has been completed, until at least 
thirty (30) days prior thereto written notice has been given to the Board of County Road Commissioners 
of Van Buren County unless otherwise specifically required in the Contract Documents. 
 
Certificates of insurance or certified copies of policies acceptable to the Board of County Road 
Commissioners of Van Buren County will be filed with the Board of County Road Commissioners of Van 
Buren County prior to the commencement of the Contractor’s work. 
 
Nothing contained in this Agreement, nor the Board of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren 
County’s compliance therewith, will relieve the Contractor from its obligations under the Contract to 
purchase and maintain required insurance or to indemnify the Board of County Road Commissioners of 
Van Buren County. 
 
PROGRESS CLAUSE 
 
The successful bidder will be required to submit a Progress Schedule, giving an outline of his proposed 
order of work and to indicate the dates for completion of the work.  This outline, when approved by the 
Road Commission, will become a part of the contract. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
TITLE VI REQUIREMENTS 
 
“The Van Buren County Road Commission, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 
Stat. 252, 42 USC 2000d to 2000d-4 and Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of Federally-
assisted programs of the Department of Transportation issued pursuant to such Act, hereby notifies all 
bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of gender, disability, race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.” 
 
EXECUTION OF THE WORK 

 
The Contractor will begin the work within five (5) days after being notified by the Road Commission of the 
award of the contract, unless this is inconsistent with the Progress Schedule, in which case the Progress 
Schedule will govern.  He will execute the work in the order given in the Progress Schedule, with force 
and equipment adequate to complete the sections within the time limit therein fixed for completion. In 
case of failure to proceed with the work as rapidly as is provided in the Progress Schedule, or if it appears 
at any time that such work is not being prosecuted in such a manner as to insure its completion within 
time specified, the Road Commission will have the right to require the contractor to furnish and place in 
operation such additional force and equipment as the Road Commission will deem necessary to bring the 
work up to the Progress Schedule; and in case of the Contractor’s neglect to do so, the Road 
Commission may place such working force and equipment on the work and charge the Contractor the 
cost of the labor and such rental and depreciation rates for the plan and equipment as in its judgement is 
reasonable, and for such time as the plant and equipment are in service. 
 
ESTIMATED QUANTITIES 
 
The quantities listed in the proposal are estimated quantities.  Increases or decreases in quantities will 
not be considered as a basis for adjustment in unit prices and Articles 104.02 of M.D.O.T. Standard 
Specifications for Construction will not apply in this regard. 
 
FINAL PAYMENT 
 
Final Payment will not be made until the Contractor shows evidence by affidavit or otherwise that all his 
indebtedness by reason of the contract has been fully paid or satisfactorily secured.  In case such 
evidence is not furnished, the Road Commission may retain out any amount due said Contractor sums 
sufficient to cover all lienable claims unpaid. 
 
 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICY (EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER) 
 
The Van Buren County Road Commission will require the Contractor to submit an Affirmative Action 
Policy stating that they are an equal employment opportunity employer and will recruit, hire and promote 
in all job classifications without regard to race, color, religion, sex or national origin, except where sex is a 
bona fide occupational qualification.  The Affirmative Action Policy will be signed by the Contractor or one 
of the Company’s Authorized Officers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES 
 
Failure to complete the project on or before the completion date specified will be assessed according to 
the following schedule: 

Original Contract Amount   Liquid Damages 
Per Calendar Day 

$                            0      to       100,000            500 
                     >100,000  to       500,000            800 
                     >500,000  to      1,000,000                                             1,000 
                  >1,000,000  to      5,000,000          1,500 
                  >5,000,000  to    15,000,000          2,000 
                            >15,000,000                4,000 
 
The liquidated damages may be delayed if the contractor meets the requirements set forth in Section 
108.10of the 2020 Standard Specifications for Construction.  Approval of the Project Engineer is required. 
 

 
   



Pay Item Description Quantity Units Unit Price Bid Amount
Dollars Cts Dollars Cts

1 LSUM1027051 _ Special Dewatering / Diversion per EGLE
Permit

1 LSUM1100001 Mobilization, Max

6 Ea2020004 Tree, Rem, 6 inch to 18 inch

1 Ea2030002 Culv, Rem, 24 inch to 48 inch

3 Ea2030003 Culv, Rem, Over 48 inch

1 Ea2037050 _ Aluminized Box Culvert, 20'6" x 6'6" 50' long
with headwall package

240 Ft2040035 Guardrail, Rem

170 Syd2040050 Pavt, Rem

750 Cyd2050016 Excavation, Earth

30 Cyd2060005 Aggregate , 6A

330 Ft2080036 Erosion Control, Silt Fence

50 Ft2080044 Erosion Control, Turbidity Curtain, Shallow

500 Cyd3010002 Subbase, CIP

155 Syd3020020 Aggregate Base, 8 inch

90 Syd3070126 Shld, Cl II, 4 inch

300 Syd3080005 Geotextile, Separator

2 Ea4010036 Culv End Sect, 36 inch

90 Ft4010136 Culv, Cl A, 36 inch SLPP

50 Ft4067001 _ Culvert Erection and Installation

65 Ton5012024 HMA, 4EL

4 Ea8070038 Guardrail Approach Terminal, Type 3B

Contract # 489.3047 (82ND STREET CULVERTS at Rodgers Creek) Page 2 of 3
MERL: 2025.6.0
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Pay Item Description Quantity Units Unit Price Bid Amount
Dollars Cts Dollars Cts

250 Ft8072171 Guardrail, Type B, 72 inch Post

7 Ea8120012 Barricade, Type III, High Intensity, Double Sided,
Lighted, Furn

7 Ea8120013 Barricade, Type III, High Intensity, Double Sided,
Lighted, Oper

1 LSUM8120170 Minor Traf Devices

288 Sft8120350 Sign, Type B, Temp, Prismatic, Furn

288 Sft8120351 Sign, Type B, Temp, Prismatic, Oper

150 Cyd8130012 Riprap, Plain, LM

LUMP1 LS8167050 Slope Restoration, Modified

Total Bid:

Contractor:

(Signature) (Date)

(Printed Name of Signer) (Email)

(Mailing Address) (Phone #)

(City, St, Zip)
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This notice must be displayed at the site of work. 
Laminating this notice or utilizing sheet protectors is recommended. 

Please refer to the above permit number with any questions or concerns. 
 

 
NOTICE OF AUTHORIZATION 

 
 
Permit Number:  WRP049578 v.1  Date Issued: July 15, 2026 
Site Name: 80 - 82nd Street Culvert Expiration Date: July 15, 2031 
 
The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Water 
Resources Division, P.O. Box 30458, Lansing, Michigan 48909-7958, under provisions 
of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended; 
specifically: 
 

 Part 31, Floodplain Regulatory Authority of the Water Resources Protection. 
 Part 301, Inland Lakes and Streams. 

 
Authorized activity: 
Remove the two existing 50-foot-long by 6-foot-span by 6-foot-rise corrugated metal 
pipe culverts and the existing 50-foot long by 5-foot-span by 5-foot-rise corrugated 
metal pipe culvert and construct a single 50-foot-long by 20.5-foot span by 6.5-foot-rise 
aluminum box culvert with wingwalls, recessed 1.5 feet.  
 
Below the 100-year floodplain elevation of approximately 604.29-ft NAVD88, remove 
915-cy of material and fill 648-cubic yards of material for project construction. 
Permanently impact 55 linear feet of stream for culvert installation.  

Waterbody:  Rogers Creek 
To be conducted at property located in:  Van Buren County, Covert Township 

 Town 02S, Range 17W, Section 31 
 
Permittee:  
Van Buren County Road Commission 
Dave Mills 
325 West James Street 
Lawrence, Michigan 49064 
 
 
 

Jakob Maynard 
Transportation Review Unit  
Water Resources Division 
517-331-2729 

EGLE
WRP049578 v1.0

Approved
Issued On:07/15/2026

Expires On:07/15/2031



 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY 

WATER RESOURCES DIVISION 
PERMIT 

Issued To: 

Van Buren County Road Commission 
Dave Mills 
325 West James Street 
Lawrence, Michigan 49064 

Permit No: WRP049578 v.1 
Submission No.: HQN-V3VN-CFFFK 
Site Name: 80 - 82nd Street Culvert 
Issued: 7/15/2026 
Revised:  
Expires: 7/15/2031  

This permit is being issued by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy (EGLE), Water Resources Division, under the provisions of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA); specifically: 

 Part 301, Inland Lakes and Streams  Part 323, Shorelands Protection and Management 
 Part 303, Wetlands Protection  Part 325, Great Lakes Submerged Lands 
 Part 315, Dam Safety  Part 353, Sand Dunes Protection and Management 
 Part 31, Water Resources Protection (Floodplain Regulatory Authority) 

EGLE certifies that the activities authorized under this permit are in compliance with the State 
Coastal Zone Management Program and certifies without conditions under the Federal Clean 
Water Act, Section 401 that the discharge from the activities authorized under this permit will 
comply with Michigan’s water quality requirements in Part 31, Water Resources Protection, of 
the NREPA and associated administrative rules, where applicable. 

Permission is hereby granted, based on permittee assurance of adherence to State of 
Michigan requirements and permit conditions, to: 

Authorized Activity: 
Remove the two (2) existing 50-foot-long by 6-foot-span by 6-foot-rise corrugated metal pipe 
culverts and the existing 50-foot long by 5-foot-span by 5-foot-rise corrugated metal pipe culvert 
and construct a single 50-foot-long by 20.5-foot span by 6.5-foot-rise aluminum box culvert with 
wingwalls, recessed 1.5 feet.  
 

Below the 100-year floodplain elevation of approximately 604.29-ft NAVD88, remove 915-cy of 
material and fill 648-cubic yards of material for project construction. Permanently impact 55 linear 
feet of stream for culvert installation.  

EGLE
WRP049578 v1.0

Approved
Issued On:07/15/2026

Expires On:07/15/2031



Van Buren County Road Commission 2 WRP049578 v.1 
 

Waterbody Affected: Rogers Creek 
Property Location: Van Buren County, Covert Township, Town 02S, Range 17W, Section 31  

Authority granted by this permit is subject to the following limitations: 
A. Initiation of any work on the permitted project confirms the permittee's acceptance and agreement 

to comply with all terms and conditions of this permit. 
B. The permittee, in exercising the authority granted by this permit, shall not cause unlawful pollution 

as defined by Part 31 of the NREPA. 
C. This permit shall be kept at the site of the work and available for inspection at all times during the 

duration of the project or until its date of expiration. 
D. All work shall be completed in accordance with the approved plans and specifications submitted 

with the application and/or plans and specifications attached to this permit. 
E. No attempt shall be made by the permittee to forbid the full and free use by the public of public 

waters at or adjacent to the structure or work approved. 
F. It is made a requirement of this permit that the permittee give notice to public utilities in 

accordance with 2013 PA 174 (Act 174) and comply with each of the requirements of Act 174. 
G. This permit does not convey property rights in either real estate or material, nor does it authorize 

any injury to private property or invasion of public or private rights, nor does it waive the necessity 
of seeking federal assent, all local permits, or complying with other state statutes. 

H. This permit does not prejudice or limit the right of a riparian owner or other person to institute 
proceedings in any circuit court of this state when necessary to protect his rights. 

I. Permittee shall notify EGLE within one (1) week after the completion of the activity authorized by 
this permit by completing and forwarding the attached preaddressed postcard to the office 
addressed thereon. 

J. This permit shall not be assigned or transferred without the written approval of EGLE. 
K. Failure to comply with conditions of this permit may subject the permittee to revocation of permit 

and criminal and/or civil action as cited by the specific state act, federal act, and/or rule under 
which this permit is granted. 

L. All dredged or excavated materials shall be disposed of in an upland site (outside of floodplains, 
unless exempt under Part 31 of the NREPA, and wetlands). 

M. In issuing this permit, EGLE has relied on the information and data that the permittee has provided 
in connection with the submitted application for permit. If, subsequent to the issuance of a permit, 
such information and data prove to be false, incomplete, or inaccurate, EGLE may modify, revoke, 
or suspend the permit, in whole or in part, in accordance with the new information. 

N. The permittee shall indemnify and hold harmless the State of Michigan and its departments, 
agencies, officials, employees, agents, and representatives for any and all claims or causes of 
action arising from acts or omissions of the permittee, or employees, agents, or representative of 
the permittee, undertaken in connection with this permit. The permittee's obligation to indemnify 
the State of Michigan applies only if the state: (1) provides the permittee or its designated 
representative written notice of the claim or cause of action within 30 days after it is received by 
the state, and (2) consents to the permittee's participation in the proceeding on the claim or cause 
of action. It does not apply to contested case proceedings under the Administrative Procedures 
Act, 1969 PA 306, as amended, challenging the permit. This permit shall not be construed as an 
indemnity by the State of Michigan for the benefit of the permittee or any other person. EGLE

WRP049578 v1.0
Approved

Issued On:07/15/2026
Expires On:07/15/2031



Van Buren County Road Commission 3 WRP049578 v.1 
 

O. Noncompliance with these terms and conditions and/or the initiation of other regulated activities 
not specifically authorized shall be cause for the modification, suspension, or revocation of this 
permit, in whole or in part. Further, EGLE may initiate criminal and/or civil proceedings as may be 
deemed necessary to correct project deficiencies, protect natural resource values, and secure 
compliance with statutes. 

P. If any change or deviation from the permitted activity becomes necessary, the permittee shall 
request, in writing, a revision of the permitted activity from EGLE. Such revision request shall 
include complete documentation supporting the modification and revised plans detailing the 
proposed modification. Proposed modifications must be approved, in writing, by EGLE prior to 
being implemented. 

Q. This permit may be transferred to another person upon written approval of EGLE. The permittee 
must submit a written request to EGLE to transfer the permit to the new owner. The new owner 
must also submit a written request to EGLE to accept transfer. The new owner must agree, in 
writing, to accept all conditions of the permit. A single letter signed by both parties that includes all 
the above information may be provided to EGLE. EGLE will review the request and, if approved, 
will provide written notification to the new owner. 

R. Prior to initiating permitted construction, the permittee is required to provide a copy of the permit to 
the contractor(s) for review. The property owner, contractor(s), and any agent involved in 
exercising the permit are held responsible to ensure that the project is constructed in accordance 
with all drawings and specifications. The contractor is required to provide a copy of the permit to 
all subcontractors doing work authorized by the permit. 

S. Construction must be undertaken and completed during the dry period of the wetland. If the area 
does not dry out, construction shall be done on equipment mats to prevent compaction of the soil. 

T. Authority granted by this permit does not waive permit requirements under Part 91, Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Control, of the NREPA, or the need to acquire applicable permits from the 
County Enforcing Agent (CEA). 

U. Authority granted by this permit does not waive permit requirements under the authority of 
Part 305, Natural Rivers, of the NREPA. A Natural Rivers Zoning Permit may be required for 
construction, land alteration, streambank stabilization, or vegetation removal along or near a 
natural river. 

V. The permittee is cautioned that grade changes resulting in increased runoff onto adjacent property 
is subject to civil damage litigation. 

W. Unless specifically stated in this permit, construction pads, haul roads, temporary structures, or 
other structural appurtenances to be placed in a wetland or on bottomland of the water body are 
not authorized and shall not be constructed unless authorized by a separate permit or permit 
revision granted in accordance with the applicable law. 

X. For projects with potential impacts to fish spawning or migration, no work shall occur within fish 
spawning or migration timelines (i.e., windows) unless otherwise approved in writing by the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Fisheries Division. 

Y. Work to be done under authority of this permit is further subject to the following special 
instructions and specifications: 
1. Authority granted by this permit does not waive permit or program requirements under Part 91 

of the NREPA or the need to acquire applicable permits from the CEA.  
  

EGLE
WRP049578 v1.0

Approved
Issued On:07/15/2026

Expires On:07/15/2031
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To locate the Soil Erosion Program Administrator for your county, visit: 
Michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/soil-erosion/sesc-overview and select 
“Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Agencies”. 

2. The authority to conduct the activity as authorized by this permit is granted solely under the 
provisions of the governing act as identified above. This permit does not convey, provide, or 
otherwise imply approval of any other governing act, ordinance, or regulation, nor does it waive 
the permittee's obligation to acquire any local, county, state, or federal approval or 
authorization necessary to conduct the activity. 

3. No fill, excess soil, or other material shall be placed in any wetland, floodplain, or surface water 
area not specifically authorized by this permit, its plans, and specifications. 

4. This permit does not authorize or sanction work that has been completed in violation of 
applicable federal, state, or local statutes. 

5. All raw areas in uplands resulting from the permitted construction activity shall be effectively 
stabilized with sod and/or seed and mulch (or other technology specified by this permit or 
project plans) in a sufficient quantity and manner to prevent erosion and any potential siltation 
to surface waters or wetlands. Temporary stabilization measures shall be installed before or 
upon commencement of the permitted activity and shall be maintained until permanent 
measures are in place. Permanent measures shall be in place within five (5) days of achieving 
final grade. 

6. All dredge/excavated spoils including organic and inorganic soils, vegetation, and other 
material removed shall be placed on upland (non-wetland, non-floodplain or non-bottomland), 
prepared for stabilization, revegetated and reseeded with native Michigan species appropriate 
to the site, and mulched in such a manner so as to prevent and ensure against erosion of any 
material into any waterbody, wetland, or floodplain. 

7. All fill/backfill shall consist of clean inert material that will not cause siltation nor contain soluble 
chemicals, organic matter, pollutants, or contaminants. All fill shall be contained in such a 
manner so as not to erode into any surface water, floodplain, or wetland.  

8. During removal or repair of the existing structures, every precaution shall be taken to prevent 
debris from entering any watercourse. Any debris reaching the watercourse during the removal 
and/or reconstruction of the structure shall be immediately retrieved from the water. All 
material shall be disposed of in an acceptable manner consistent with local, state, and federal 
regulations. 

9. The placement of the new culvert and the initial placement of fill in the watercourse shall be 
done immediately after removal of the existing culvert. The placement shall be conducted in 
such a manner that all flow is immediately passed through the new culverts, allowing the major 
placement of fill to be done in the dry or in still water where erosion and sedimentation will be 
minimized. The fill material used in this initial placement shall be washed gravel, coarse 
aggregate, or rock and shall be placed at both ends of the culvert to a level above normal 
water level before backfill material is placed. 

10. The placement of riprap shall be limited to the minimum necessary to ensure proper 
stabilization of the side slopes and fill in the immediate vicinity of the structure. Rock riprap 
shall be placed such that it does not narrow up the stream or interfere with stream flows into 
and out of the structure. 

  

EGLE
WRP049578 v1.0

Approved
Issued On:07/15/2026

Expires On:07/15/2031
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11. Areas to be protected by riprap shall be cleared of brush and debris. All grades shall be 
shaped and compacted to the required cross section. All riprap shall be properly sized and 
graded based on wave action and velocity and shall consist of clean natural field stone or rock 
(free of paint, soil or other fines, asphalt, soluble chemicals, or organic material). 

12. Road fill side slopes shall not be steeper than 1-on-2 (one [1] vertical to two [2] horizontal) 
except where headwalls of reinforced concrete, mortar masonry, dry masonry, or other 
acceptable methods are used. 

13. Road fill side slopes terminating in the watercourses and any raw banks resulting from the 
construction shall be stabilized with temporary measures in accordance with appropriate Best 
Management Practices based on site conditions, and if necessary, may be riprapped 
extending above the ordinary high-water mark, before or upon commencement of the 
permitted activity. Temporary stabilization measures shall be maintained until permanent 
measures are in place. 

14. All other road fill slopes, ditches, and other raw areas draining directly to the watercourse may 
be protected with riprap, sod and/or seed and mulch as may be necessary to provide effective 
erosion protection. The placement of riprap shall be limited to the minimum necessary to 
ensure proper stabilization of the side slopes and fill in the immediate vicinity of the structure. 

15. If the project, or any portion of the project, is stopped and lies incomplete for any length of time 
other than that encountered in a normal work week, every precaution shall be taken to protect 
the incomplete work from erosion, including the placement of temporary gravel bag riprap, 
temporary seed and mulch, or other acceptable temporary protection. 

16. No work shall be done in the watercourse during periods of above-normal flows except as 
necessary to prevent erosion. 

17. During work on the crossing, and until the site is stabilized, the stream shall be passed through 
a temporary channel. The temporary channel shall be completely stabilized with riprap placed 
over geotextile filter fabric prior to passing flow, and maintained in good working condition until 
the culvert is installed and stabilized.  

18. Any work in the stream must be completed when the water elevation is below bank height.  
19. The applicant and their contractor are responsible for monitoring water levels to ensure their 

temporary construction access methods will not cause upstream flooding.  
20. Issuance of this permit is contingent upon the effect determinations to federally listed 

threatened and endangered species, as can be found within the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service “All Species Michigan Determination Key” verification letter provided with the 
permit application. The permittee is responsible for adhering to all of the agreed-upon 
conservation measures listed within the verification letter. 

21. The permit placard shall be kept posted at the work site in a prominent location at all times for 
the duration of the project or until permit expiration. 

  

EGLE
WRP049578 v1.0
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Issued On:07/15/2026

Expires On:07/15/2031
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22. This permit is being issued for the maximum time allowed and no extensions of this permit will 
be granted. Initiation of the construction work authorized by this permit indicates the 
permittee's acceptance of this condition. The permit, when signed by EGLE, will be for a 
five (5) year period beginning on the date of issuance. If the project is not completed by the 
expiration date, a new permit must be sought. 

 
 
 

Issued By:         
Jakob Maynard 
Transportation Review Unit 
Water Resources Division 
517-331-2729 

THIS PERMIT MUST BE SIGNED BY THE PERMITTEE TO BE VALID. 

I hereby assure that I have read, am familiar with, and agree to adhere to the terms and conditions of 
this permit. 

            

Permittee Signature      Date 

cc: Covert Township Clerk 
Van Buren County Clerk 
Van Buren County Drain Commissioner 

 Matt Diana, Michigan DNR Fisheries 
 Chris Kramb, Michigan DNR Wildlife 
 

EGLE
WRP049578 v1.0

Approved
Issued On:07/15/2026

Expires On:07/15/2031
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07/13/2026 18:04:22 UTC

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Michigan Ecological Services Field Office

2651 Coolidge Road Suite 101
East Lansing, MI 48823-6360

Phone: (517) 351-2555 Fax: (517) 351-1443

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2026-0104570 
Project Name: 82nd St. Culvert Replacement 
 
Subject: Technical Assistance letter for '82nd St. Culvert Replacement' for specified federally 

threatened and endangered species and designated critical habitat that may occur in 
your proposed project area consistent with the Michigan Determination Key for 
project review and guidance for federally listed species (Michigan Dkey).

 
Dear David MIlls:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on July 13, 2026 your effect 
determination(s) for the '82nd St. Culvert Replacement' (the Action) using the Michigan DKey 
within the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system. The Service developed this 
system in accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat.884, as amended; 
16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based on your answers and the assistance of the Service’s Michigan DKey, you made the 
following effect determination(s) for the proposed Action:

 
Species Listing Status Determination
Eastern Massasauga (=rattlesnake) (Sistrurus catenatus) Threatened May affect
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) Endangered NLAA
Mitchell's satyr Butterfly (Neonympha mitchellii 
mitchellii)

Endangered No effect

Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) Proposed 
Threatened

No effect

Northern Long-Eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) Endangered NLAA
Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) Endangered No effect
Pitcher's thistle (Cirsium pitcheri) Threatened No effect
rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa) Threatened No effect
Tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus) Proposed 

Endangered
NLAA
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Whooping crane (Grus americana) Experimental 
Population, Non- 
Essential

No effect

 
For additional information on these species and their life history, status, and our process for 
evaluating effects, please refer to the Michigan Endangered Species Determination Key Standing 
Analysis.

Please carefully review this letter. Your Endangered Species Act requirements are not 
complete.

You received a “may affect” (MA) determination for at least one species. A MA determination 
means that you could not get to a “not likely to adversely affect” (NLAA) or “no effect” (NE) 
determination using our automated system and its supporting Standing Analysis. Please refer to 
the section of the Standing Analysis that describes the species you received a MA determination 
for to learn more about activities that may affect the species. You may have received a MA 
determination because you didn’t agree to conservation measures offered for listed species on 
your species list, or there is a potential for impacts that need further evaluation. We recommend 
reviewing your answers to ensure they are accurate and revise as needed. If they are correct, we 
may be able to provide additional technical assistance that arrives at a determination of NE or 
NLAA. Please email MIFO_Dkey@fws.gov with a copy of this letter to request our 
technical assistance for the species for which you got a MA determination. If you are 
applying for a state wetland permit, having a copy of a follow up email exchange and resolution 
is necessary and will expedite your environmental review process.

Tricolored Bat:

Tricolored bat was proposed for listing as endangered on September 13. 2022. If listed, 
protections would only go into place after the final rule is published. Section 7 conferences are 
required if a federal action is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a proposed species. 
Our agency has developed tools and guidance for tricolored bat, which can be found on the 
Species’ Page and will be applicable in the event that the tricolored bat is listed.

Monarch Butterfly:

Monarch butterfly was proposed for listing as threatened on December 12, 2024. If listed, 
protections would only go into place after the final rule is published. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service continues to evaluate the monarch butterfly using the best available science and in 
accordance with all requirements of the Endangered Species Act. As reflected in the Trump 
Administration’s Unified Agenda of Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions, the final listing 
determination for the monarch is included as a long-term action. The administration continues to 
emphasize voluntary, locally driven conservation as a proven tool for supporting species and 
reducing the need for additional federal regulation. To learn more about how to conserve 
monarch, refer to the monarch section of the Standing Analysis and visit our Save the Monarch 
website.

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act:
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Bald eagles, golden eagles, and their nests are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (54 Stat. 250, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 668a-d) (Eagle Act). The Eagle Act 
prohibits, except when authorized by an Eagle Act permit, the “taking” of bald and golden eagles 
and defines “take” as “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, molest 
or disturb.” The Eagle Act’s implementing regulations define disturb as “…to agitate or bother a 
bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific 
information available, (1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease in its productivity, by substantially 
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or (3) nest abandonment, by 
substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior.”

If the Action may impact bald or golden eagles, additional coordination with the Service under 
the Eagle Act may be required. For more information on eagles and conducting activities in the 
vicinity of an eagle nest, please visit our Eagle Management webpage. In addition, the Service 
developed the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines (May 2007) in order to assist 
landowners in avoiding the disturbance of bald eagles. If you have further questions regarding 
potential impacts to eagles, please contact Chris Mensing, Chris_Mensing@fws.gov or 
517-351-2555.

Wetland Impacts:

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1977 (CWA) regulates the discharge of dredged or fill 
material into waters (including wetlands) of the United States. Regulations require that activities 
permitted under the CWA (including wetland permits issued by the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE)) not jeopardize the continued existence of 
species listed as endangered or threatened. Permits issued by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
must also consider effects to listed species pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. 
The Service provides comments to the agencies that may include permit conditions to help avoid 
or minimize impacts to wildlife resources including listed species. For this project, we consider 
the conservation measures you agreed to in the determination key and/or as part of your proposed 
action to be non-discretionary. Include a copy of this letter in your wetland permit application to 
streamline the threatened and endangered species review process.
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Summary of conservation measures for your project

You agreed to the following conservation measures to avoid adverse effects to listed species and 
our concurrence is only valid if the measures are fully implemented.  These must be included as 
permit conditions if a permit is required and/or included in any contract language.

Eastern Massasauga: Materials used for erosion control and site restoration must be wildlife- 
friendly. Do not use erosion control products containing plastic mesh netting or other similar 
material that could entangle eastern massasauga rattlesnake (EMR). Several products for soil 
erosion and control exist that do not contain plastic netting including net-less erosion control 
blankets (for example, made of excelsior), loose mulch, hydraulic mulch, soil binders, 
unreinforced silt fences, and straw bales. Others are made from natural fibers (such as jute) and 
loosely woven together in a manner that allows wildlife to wiggle free.

Eastern Massasauga: To increase human safety and awareness of EMR, those implementing the 
project must first review the EMR factsheet (available at https://www.fws.gov/media/eastern- 
massasauga-rattlesnake-fact-sheet), and watch MDNR’s “60-Second Snakes: The Eastern 
Massasauga Rattlesnake” video (available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PFnXe_e02w).

Eastern Massasauga: During project implementation, report sightings of any federally listed 
species, including EMR, to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service within 24 hours.

Eastern Massasauga: Do not impact more than 0.5 acres of suitable EMR habitat.

Eastern Massasauga: The project will not result in permanent loss of more than one acre of 
wetland or conversion of more than 10 acres of EMR upland habitat (uplands associated with 
high quality wetland habitat) to other land uses.

Eastern Massasauga: The project will occur entirely within the EMR inactive season (in the 
southern Lower Peninsula: October 16 through April 14; in the northern Lower Peninsula, 
October 2 through April 30).

Eastern Massasauga: The project will not result in a permanent barrier to snake movement, 
such as a new road or widening of an existing road, changing the road substrate from dirt to 
pavement, new trail or canal or other permanent barrier.

Listed Bats: Project activities will not impact potential Indiana bat roost trees (trees ≥5 inches in 
diameter [at breast height] with cracks, crevices and/or exfoliating bark).

Listed Bats: The action will not include temporary or permanent lighting of roadway(s), 
facility(ies), and/or parking lot(s).

Listed Bats: Project activities will not impact potential northern long-eared bat roost trees (trees 
≥3 inches in diameter [at breast height] with cracks, crevices, cavities, and/or exfoliating bark).

Listed Bats: Tree cutting/trimming and/or prescribed burning will not clear ≥20 contiguous 
acres of forest (excluding narrow, linear corridors <1000 feet wide) and will not fragment a 
connective corridor between 2 or more forest patches of at least 5 acres.

Listed Bats: Project activities will not impact potential tricolored bat roost trees (trees ≥4 inches 
in diameter with clusters of live or dead leaves or beard lichen).
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Listed Bats: The project will not include the application or potential drift of insecticides, 
fungicides, or rodenticides into forested habitats.

Listed Bats: The action will not include prescribed burning within or adjacent to (within 200 
feet of) mature forest.
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

82nd St. Culvert Replacement

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project '82nd St. Culvert Replacement':

Removal of existing multi-barrel culverts and Replacement with 20'6" x 6'6" CSP 
pipe arch

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@42.2501879,-86.3394296835003,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Are there any possible effects to any listed species or to designated critical habitat from 
your project or effects from any other actions or projects subsequently made possible by 
your project?  

Note: select "Yes" even if the expected effects to the species or critical habitat are expected to be 1) extremely 
unlikely (discountable), 2) can't meaningfully be measured, detected, or evaluated (insignificant), or 3) wholly 
beneficial. Select "No" to confirm that the project details and supporting information allow you to conclude that 
listed species and their habitats will not be exposed to any effects (including discountable, insignificant, or 
beneficial effects) and therefore, you have made a "no effect" determination for all species. If you are unsure, 
select YES to answer additional questions about your project.

Yes
This determination key is intended to assist the user in the evaluating the effects of their 
actions on Federally listed species in Michigan. It does not cover other prohibited activities 
under the Endangered Species Act (e.g., for wildlife: import/export, Interstate or foreign 
commerce, possession of illegally taken wildlife, purposeful take for scientific purposes or 
to enhance the survival of a species, etc.; for plants: import/export, reduce to possession, 
malicious destruction on Federal lands, commercial sale, etc.) or other statutes.

Click yes to acknowledge that you must consider other prohibitions of the ESA or other 
statutes outside of this determination key.
Yes
Is the action approval of a Federal Land Management Plan (e.g., USFS Land and Resource 
Management Plan), INRMP, FERC licenses/relicensing or operational amendments 
(effective >1 year), NRC licenses/relicensing, or similar plan?

These efforts are beyond the scope of this dkey; users should answer yes to this question 
and contact the Michigan Ecological Services Field Office for assistance with section 7 
consultation requirements.
No
Is the action being funded, authorized, or carried out by a Federal agency?
No
Does the action require a Michigan EGLE/Army Corps of Engineers joint permit?
Yes
Does the action involve wind energy?
No
Does the action involve a utility-scale solar development project?

Note: Solar projects are considered utility scale if they will be 1 megawatt or larger.

No
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8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Are there at least 30 days prior to your action occurring?  

Endangered species consultation must be completed before taking any action that may 
have effects to listed species.  If you have already started some components of the 
project on the ground (e.g., removed vegetation) before completing this Dkey, answer 
“no” to this question.  The only exception is if you have received approval from the 
Michigan Field Office to use the Dkey less than 30 days before the action will occur. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also needs time to review projects before we 
can verify conclusions in some dkey output letters.
Yes
Does the action involve constructing a new communications tower or modifying an 
existing communications tower?
No
Does the activity involve aerial or other large-scale application of any chemical (including 
insecticide, herbicide, lampricide, etc.)?
No
Does your project include using 10,000 gallons or more of water a day? Using includes 
activities such as water withdrawal (ground, surface, or municipally sourced), water 
discharge, water consumption, or using water for cooling, running, or cleaning equipment.
No
Will your action permanently affect hydrology?
No
Will your action temporarily affect hydrology?
Yes
Will your project have any direct impacts to a water body (including Horizontal 
Directional Drilling (HDD) due to potential for frac out, dredging, hydrostatic testing, 
stream/road crossings, new storm-water outfall discharge, dams, other in-stream work, 
changes to water quality or hydrology, etc.)?
No
Does your project have the potential to indirectly impact a waterbody or riparian zone 
(e.g., cut and fill, horizontal directional drilling due to the potential for frac out, hydrostatic 
testing, construction, vegetation removal, discharge, changes to water quality or hydrology, 
etc.)?
Yes
Will your action disturb the ground or existing vegetation?

Note: This includes any off road vehicle access, soil compaction, digging, seismic survey, directional drilling, 
heavy equipment, grading, trenching, placement of fill, pesticide application, vegetation management (including 
removal or maintenance using equipment or chemicals), tree clearing, cultivation, development, etc.

Yes
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Does the action intersect the monarch butterfly species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Monarch butterfly was proposed for listing as threatened on December 12, 2024. Through 
May 19, 2025, we are gathering input through an extended public comment period to 
encourage the submission of any new information. We will review these comments and 
then will ultimately issue a final rule. If listed, protections would only go into place after 
the final rule is published. We encourage implementing measures that will remove or 
reduce threats to monarch. If your project will have no effect on monarch butterflies (for 
example, if your project won't affect their habitat or individuals), then you can make a "no 
effect" determination for this project. 

Are you making a "no effect" determination for monarch? Please note that the FWS does 
not provide concurrence on "no effect" determinations.
Yes
Does the action intersect the Eastern massasauga rattlesnake species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Will your action impact less than 0.5 acres of suitable Eastern massasauga rattlesnake 
habitat?
Yes
Does your action involve prescribed fire?
No
Will this action occur entirely in the Eastern massasauga rattlesnake inactive season 
(October 16 through April 14)?
Yes
Will the action result in permanent loss of more than one acre of wetland or conversion of 
more than 10 acres of uplands of potential Eastern massasauga rattlesnake habitat (uplands 
associated with high quality wetland habitat) to other land uses?
No
Will you use wildlife safe materials for erosion control and site restoration and eliminate 
the use of erosion control products containing plastic mesh netting or other similar material 
that could ensnare eastern massasauga rattlesnake? Please note that eastern massasauga 
rattlesnake have been ensnared in plastic erosion control netting outside known habitat.
Yes
Will you watch MDNR's "60-Second Snakes: The Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake 
(EMR)" video or review the EMR factsheet to increase human safety and awareness of 
EMR AND will all action personnel report any EMR observations, or observation of any 
other listed threatened or endangered species, during action implementation to the Service 
within 24 hours?
Yes
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Will your action create a new road or trail or alter the horizontal alignment of an existing 
road or trail?
No
Will your action result in a new or increased permanent barrier to snake movement? For 
example, significant widening (>10 ft) of an existing road footprint, converting the surface 
of an existing road or trail from a non-paved to a paved surface, widening of a paved or 
gravel trail, or adding new linear features such as fences, canals, or other permanent 
barriers have the potential to fragment habitat and alter movement and dispersal.
No
In a previous answer in this key, you indicated your project will have temporary effects to 
hydrology. Will the hydrological impacts result in a significant change in the elevation of 
surface water upstream or downstream, or in the local groundwater elevations? 
 
A significant change is one where the elevations are expected to change more than 6 inches 
or result in inundation.
No
It is important to understand where potential hibernation habitat for eastern massasauga 
occurs at the project site. Has a qualified biologist conducted a habitat assessment of the 
site, including assessing whether potential EMR hibernacula are present on the action site? 
Or have you otherwise delineated potential hibernation habitat on the site?
No
Does the action area intersect the Mitchell's satyr species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action area intersect the piping plover species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action area intersect the rufa red knot species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action area intersect the whooping crane (ex. Pop) species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action area intersect the Pitcher's thistle species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action area intersect the Indiana bat species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

Does the action area contain potential Indiana bat roost trees (trees ≥5 inches in diameter 
[at breast height] with cracks, crevices and/or exfoliating bark)?
No
Does the action intersect the tricolored bat species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action area contain potential tricolored bat roost trees (trees ≥4 inches in diameter 
with clusters of live or dead leaves or beard lichen)?
No
Does this project intersect the Northern long-eared bat species list area?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action area contain potential northern long-eared bat roost trees (trees ≥3 inches 
in diameter [at breast height] with cracks, crevices, cavities and/or exfoliating bark)?
No
Does the action area contain any known or potential hibernacula (natural caves, abandoned 
mines, or underground quarries)?
No
Has a presence/absence bat survey or field-based habitat assessment following the USFWS 
Range-wide Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat Survey Guidelines been conducted 
within the action area?
No
Does the action involve removal/modification of a human structure (barn, house or other 
building) known to contain roosting bats?
No
[Semantic] Does the action area intersect the third county tier?
Automatically answered
Yes
Does the action include removal/modification of an existing bridge?
No
Does the action include temporary or permanent lighting of roadway(s), facility(ies), and/ 
or parking lot(s)?
No
Does the action include the application or potential drift of insecticides, rodenticides, or 
fungicides (not including herbicides) into forested habitats?

Answer "Yes" if the application may result in transport (e.g., in water) or aerial drift of the 
pesticide into forested areas.
No
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48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

Does the action include tree cutting/trimming of any kind?
Yes
Does the action include prescribed burning within or adjacent to (within 200 feet of) 
mature forest?
No
Is tree cutting/trimming and/or prescribed burning limited to that associated with forest 
management (e.g., cutting and/or burning in forest habitat as a part of continuing forest 
land-use)?

Select "No" if the project includes cutting and/or burning for development or conversion of 
forested habitat other than forestry-related road/trail creation or maintenance.
No
[Semantic] Is any portion of the action area within 5 miles of a known bat hibernaculum?
Automatically answered
No
Will the action clear or convert >20 acres of contiguous forest (i.e., connected by 1,000 
feet or less) or fragment a riparian or other connective forested corridor (e.g., tree line) 
between 2 or more forest patches of at least 5 acres?

Select "No" if the clearing will be limited to a narrow, linear corridor (e.g., a right-of- 
way) <1000 feet wide.

For more information, see Appendix II.
No
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
Listed Bat Questionnaire

Enter the total estimated acres of tree cutting/trimming included in the project that is not 
associated with forest management (e.g., tree clearing/conversion or right-of-way creation/ 
maintenance).
.0002
Enter the date range during which tree cutting/trimming will be conducted that is not part 
of forest management (e.g., tree clearing/conversion or right-of-way creation/ 
maintenance).
9/30-4/15
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: County of Van Buren
Name: David MIlls
Address: 325 W James Street
City: Lawrence
State: MI
Zip: 49064
Email davidmills@vbcrc.org
Phone: 2696748011
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