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Overview  
 
All county roads are located on land that is referred to as the road right-of-way (ROW).  The 
VBCRC is responsible by statute for maintaining a county road network of approximately 1,313 
miles.  Regulation and control of activities and work in the ROW is necessary to provide efficient 
and safe operations of the county road network.   
 
Michigan Statutes allow for the installation of public utilities upon, over, across, or under any 
public road, bridge, street, or public place.  Public utilities include telegraph, telephone, power, 
and other public utility companies, cable television companies, broadband companies, and 
municipalities, subject to the approval of the Road Commission.  
 
From time to time the VBCRC receives permit applications for the installation of private utilities 
- utilities that do not meet the criteria of a municipal or public utility - within the ROW.  This Policy 
provides guidance for evaluating such requests. 
 
Permit Review Process 
 
1. Each request for a permit to install private utilities within the ROW shall be reviewed 

individually by the VBCRC.  Private utilities shall include, but not necessarily be limited to 
sewage disposal systems, septic drain field, water wells and/or water lines.  The following 
private utilities shall NOT be permitted: electric, gas, or telecommunication. 

 
2. For existing installations, whether expressly permitted or not, any substantial 

maintenance, repair, or replacement will require new authorization from the VBCRC, 
including the issuance of a new permit and payment of applicable fees. 

 
3. If the private utility is permitted by the VBCRC, the applicant shall follow all VBCRC rules, 

requirements, guidelines, and procedures for working within the county road right of way. 
 
Criteria for Approval 
 
1. Applicants must demonstrate that they possess the legal right to locate the installation 

on the subject property (e.g., fee ownership, easement, etc.).   
 
2. Applicants must also demonstrate proof of unusual hardship if alternative solutions are 

not feasible.  The following do not qualify as unusual hardship: 
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 A. Increased construction costs. 
 B. Increased construction time or delays. 
 C. Increased complexity of facility placement. 
 
3. The Highway Engineer or Managing Director, or their designee, shall review the 

application and supporting documentation.  A recommendation shall then be made by 
them to the Board of County Road Commissioners.  The Board shall make a final decision 
during a duly noticed public meeting, and the decision shall be communicated to the 
applicant within a reasonable timeframe following the meeting. 

 
4. If the requested installation is not approved, the Property Owner may work to identify 

and explore viable alternative solutions. 
 
5. If the requested installation is approved, Applicant agrees to maintain an MCL 224.19b 

permit from the Road Commission and to abide by all standard and special terms and 
conditions.   

 
6. This Policy is subject to revision and does not guarantee approval of any application. 
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